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mischief he might make. She wrote to the Queen :
" William is as blind and green, wrong-headed and
violent in politics as can be.5' William was charged
to tell the Tsar that, if he chose to take Constantinople,
Germany would make no protest, but that was not
well received : the Tsar answered that if he wished
to do so, he would not ask Prince Bismarck's leave.
Just so, some years before, Bismarck had said that
he would allow England to take Egypt, and had
received precisely the same reply. His object then
was to brew trouble between England and France:
now, to brew trouble between England and Russia.
Finally Bismarck asked the Emperor to let William
work under him in the Foreign Office. The Emperor,
with a gibe at the Crown Prince and his wife, at
once consented, in order that William's " young soul
may be guarded against errors/' such errors, of
course, being the Liberal heresies of his father and
mother. The Empress Augusta, now coldly hostile
to them both, approved.

Bismarck gave notice of this intention to the Crown
Prince, who formally protested in terms practically
identical with his wife's criticisms of William to the
Queen : " In view of the immaturity as well as the
inexperience of my eldest son together with his
tendency to overbearingness and conceit, I cannot
but frankly regard it as dangerous to allow him at
present to take part in foreign affairs."1 No doubt
they believed it to be their duty to state in these
emphatic terms their opinion of the appointment
thus formally notified to them, but they must have

1 Emil Ludwig, Kdser Wilhelm IT, p, 21.
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